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1812.] Naturalist's — Me f earolngical Reports. 423 

The difference between these prices, and the mint rates of £.3 17s. 10^d., and 
5s. 2d. shows the premium of gold over paper. Exchange on London is about 6j per 
cent, in Belfast and Dubiin. 

The National Bans of Ireland hive, it is said, set themselves against speculators, by re- 
fusing, in all eases in vrbich thev can trace theft, to discount bills given for merchan- 
dize, which have mereiy.been changed from the possession clone importing merchant 
to another. This regulation, although it may be complained of by" i.iterested persons, 
v.'ili tend toputa s-duury check; da too; extended issues of paper, and damp, that rage 
for speculation, which ijives a raise appearance of business, and enhances theprices un- 
necessarily on the consumers of the article. To show the extent of the evil. attempted, 
to be corrected, it may be useful to state, that in the. year 1 SOS, or 1*09, the memor- 
able era of rash speculation,, one pjrcei of cotton was resold six or seven timts, with- 
out leaving the warehouse of the original owner, and in this course of traffic, had pas- 
sed and re-passed two or three times through the hands of first sellers. Fur al. these 
several transactions, different sets of bills were in circulation. It is certainly right to 
attempt to stop such practices, and it is laudable in rhe bank, by all proper, ineaits, to 
limit the mass of circulating paper, for the excess of it produces many of our present 
commercial difficulties, and raises the prices of the necessaries of life. 



NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

J<rm tic. %0th October tilths 20th November. ISTg. 

The extraordinary weather which prevailed during this period has had such' an 
influence on vegetation, that our autumnal flowers haTe deviated greatly from their 
common habits. The Asters, that usually decorate our gardens throughout the .uunth, 
of October, have flowered so imperfectly, that the precise period of their full flower- 
ing could not be ascertained ; and the Crocus autumnalis and Crocus ntidifl^rus, as if 
fearing to display their beauty amidsrcominual rains, have not shown their flowers this 
season. The birds also, partaking in the general g'oom cast over the country, h»ve 
not enlivened the vales with their accustomed music, the Wood-Lark (Alauda arboreal 
and the common Wren (Mutaciila Troglodytes), having sung only on the 27th, 30th, 
and 31st of October. The calendar of nature presents little, therefore, to the citizen, 
which can induce him to quit his smoke-enveloped haunts, or exeite hint to retire from, 
tfee bloody narratives, andbarbarous triumphs of the news-room, ! 



METEOROLOGICAL REP -)RT. 

trail the 28/h October to ilu 20th Nnashcr, I81£»- 

,*ctober 21, ..Rain at night. 

22 Wet. 

23, Showery morning, and stormy, 

24, ....Showery morning. — Fair day. 

'25,.... .Very wet. 

26,... .Wet morning. — Fair day. 

27, ;...Fairday. 

28,,. .....Wet morning. — Fair day. 

29,. ......... ..Fine day-— frosty. 

SO,.. ....Wet morning — Fair day. 

31,.. ....... ...Fair day.— -Wet, stormy night, 
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